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another, those frugal nights at mean hostelries, were part of
the Spartan educational system which stayed as a night-
marish memory with the boys for life. Hinzpeter usually
went home for part of the holidays and William found his
mother more restful when the tutor was absent. At home the
Princess used to encourage them to get up little dramatic
performances, especially on family birthdays and such like
occasions, just as Prince Albert had done, and as a rule their
grandparents came to see these.

On the morning of January 27th, 1869, William took part
in his first ceremony. It was his tenth birthday. According
to Hohenzollern tradition, his military life had begun.
Many members of the family were gathered in the drawing-
room at the Crown Prince's Berlin Palace. King William
and Queen Augusta arrived from the Royal Palace across the
square. Perhaps William, with his pale girlish face, his
small, fragile figure, and his lifeless arm, looked a pathetic
recruit to his mother as he stepped forward to receive the
exalted Order of the Black Eagle from his grandfather.

Crown Prince Frederick stood beside the King holding the
Order on a golden plate. King William invested his grandson
with the Order. From a table he took a folded blue uniform
faced with gold and scarlet, a miniature sword, and a little
Pickelhaube surmounted by a crest of drooping white horse-
hair. He placed the pile in William's arms. He was lieu-
tenant in the First infantry regiment of the Guard. " You
are too young, boy," said the old soldier, " to fully under-
stand the importance of your being a Prussian officer. A
time of comprehension will come and you will discharge your
duty as your father does."

The first part of the ceremony was over. William hurried
to his bedroom to dress himself in his regimentals. The
carriages were drawing up at the door. With his father and
mother and interested members of the family he drove at the
head of a small procession to the barracks of the First Guards.
The bodyguard were drilling on the square. He was set at
the end of the front rank of tall guardsmen. The drill
recommenced. As the long-legged company wheeled and